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School board gives chief 
officer rare second contract 


Santelises gets 4-year term, $325,000 salary 


By Liz BOWIE 


The Baltimore City school board 
voted Tuesday night to approve 
another four-year contract for its 
schools chief, Sonja Santelises, who 
has led the city school system 
through a period of rising test 
scores and stability. 

Santelises is only the second 
school CEO in the past 23 years to 
be offered another contract. She is 
the ninth leader since a restructur- 
ing of the system in 1997, and has 
earned praise from parents, school 


principals and city leaders. 

“We know it is early, but we 
wanted to be certain that we were 
ready,’ said Linda Chinnia, chair- 
man of the city school board. “We 
know that we have a lot of work to 
do, but we do think we have the 
right team on board.” 

Unlike some of her predecessors 
who focused on structural changes 
in the school system, Santelises has 
made improving instruction in the 
classroom her priority. She has 
changed the curriculum, turning to 
a reading and math curriculum 


that had proved effective in other 
school systems. 

Chinnia credited Santelises for 
providing excellent instruction and 
with being “transparent and pos- 
itive about what the system needs 
to do to improve. She has involved 
the community.” 

Santelises said the school system 
has laid a foundation for improve- 
ment during her first 314 years. 
Now officials must show results 
through student performance. 

“Now we are going for the big 
prize and that is systemic chunks of 
achievement,’ she said. “This was 
See CONTRACT, page 13 
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Sonja Santelises 
was approved 

for a four-year 
contract, just the 
second CEO in the 
past 23 years to 
be offered another 
contract. She will 
earn $325,000, 
the highest salary 
ever earned by a 
Maryland superin- 
tendent, accord- 
ing to state data. 
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Voters walk past people holding signs for Democratic candidates Tuesday outside the polling location at Webster 
Elementary School in Manchester, New Hampshire, during the first primary of 2020. Bernie Sanders was declared the 
winner, despite strong finishes from Pete Buttigieg and Amy Klobuchar. Elizabeth Warren and Joe Biden fell far behind 
and didn’t receive any delegates. SEE STORY ON NEWS PG 4 AND COMPLETE RESULTS AT BALTIMORESUN.COM 


Shorter 
Sentence 
sought 


for Stone 


4 prosecutors exit 
case after being 
overruled by DOJ 


By KATIE BENNER 
AND SHARON LAFRANIERE 
The New York Times 


WASHING- 
TON — Senior Jus- 
tice Department 
officials inter- 
vened to overrule 
front-line prose- 
cutors and will rec- 
ommend a more 
lenient sentence 
for Roger Stone, 
convicted last year 
of impeding inves- 
tigators in a bid to 
protect his long- 


time friend Presi- [nside 

dent Donald 

Trump, a senior de- Maryland 

partment official federal 

said Tuesday. prosecutor 

The highly un- resigns from 

usual move Stone case 

prompted one of after DOJ 

the government’s intervention. 
NEWS PG 13 


key prosecutors to 
resign and three 
others to withdraw 
from the case. 

It came after federal prosecutors in 
Washington asked a judge late Monday 
to sentence Stone to seven to nine years 
in prison for trying to sabotage a 
congressional investigation that threat- 
ened Trump and the president criticized 
their recommendation on Twitter as 
“horrible and very unfair.” 

As he did after a jury convicted Stone 
on seven felony charges in November, 
Trump attacked federal law enforce- 
ment officials, saying “the real crimes 
were on the other side.” 

“Cannot allow this miscarriage of 
justice!” Trump added. 

The development was a tumultuous 
turn in one of the most high-profile cases 
brought by the special counsel, Robert 
Mueller, whose investigation of Russian 
interference in the 2016 election cast a 
See STONE, page 13 


Attorneys 
seek list of 
problem 
officers 


More than 300 would 
be ‘in jeopardy from 
testifying; Mosby says 


By JUSTIN FENTON 


Public defenders in Baltimore 
are asking a judge to compel the 
release ofa list of city police officers 
with possible integrity issues that 
the Baltimore State’s Attorney’s 
Office maintains. 

In recent court filings, prose- 
cutors and public defenders have 
sparred over State’s Attorney Mari- 
lyn J. Mosby’s public comments 
about a list of more than 300 
officers with potential integrity 
issues. 

Defense attorneys say their re- 
quests to see it have been denied. 

“The Baltimore State’s Attor- 
ney’s Office’s practice of prose- 
cuting people without disclosure of 
its secret compromised integrity 
list constitutes malicious, bad faith 
prosecution,” wrote public defend- 
ers Sarah Gottlieb and Deborah 
Levi. 

Ina Feb. 7 reply, Assistant State’s 
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Attorney Matthew Pillion wrote 
that “the ‘list’ at the heart of the 
defense motion is nothing more 
than an internal disclosure matrix 
containing the names of officers 
about whom there exists discover- 
able, specific ... material, if that 
officer will testify as a state’s 
witness in a case.” 

Pillion, the assistant state’s attor- 
ney, wrote to defense attorneys that 
they are entitled to view materials 
of individual officers if they are 
pertinent to a defendant’s case. 
They aren’t entitled to a list of all 
flagged officers, Pillion wrote. 

“Defendant fails to explain even 
remotely how a list of several 
hundred officers with no nexus to 
his case would make it less likely 
that he committed the crime of 
See LIST, page 13 


State’s 
Attorney 
Marilyn 
Mosby has 
said since 
2017 that 
she was 
considering 
creating 
amore 
formal “do 
not call” list 
of officers 
whose 
cases 

her office 
would 

not take 
forward. 
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HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL 


As pitchers and catchers reported to spring training ahead of the first 
workout Wednesday, Orioles executive vice president/general man- 
ager Mike Elias says camp opportunities are expected to extend to 
young, up-and-coming players for whom fans have spent the past two 
years of 115- and 108-loss seasons watching and waiting. SPORTS PG1 
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